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Nothing will put you in a2 more festive, feel-good moad than

Christmas shopping on Avenue Montaigne. For whal could
possibly outshine a new pear-shaped diamond sclitaire?
(A new Louis Vuitton trunk? A Harry Winston heirloom?) But
first, you'll need a base from which to mount your campaign;

and when Paris begins to twinkle, there's no place more

enchanting than the Hatel Plaza Athénée, resplendent with its
signature red awnings. The courtyard then transforms into
a yule-tide dream — a private ice rink framed by fairy lights,
shimmering trees and the glow of chandeliers — and in the
dark days around the equinox, the winter chalet returns,
offering an urban aprés-ski fantasy until the end of January.
Here, guests sit at one long, candlelit tabie o dine on raclette,
charcutene and Alpine comfort food before slipping on their
skates for a twirl beneath the stars. By day, children glide
over this frozen arena; by night, it's the centre of the city’s
most glittering playground. With Dom Pérignon on ice and

carols in the air, Christmas at the Plaza Athénée is Paris atits

most magical. Elegant, joyful and entirely unforgetiable,

- TOUCHOFGLACE
Get your skates on:
Christmas is the most
magical time to visit the
Hétel Plaza Athénée
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101 HOTELS

SANT FRANCESC e
Palma de Mallorca, Spain

‘lucked away in the heart of historic Palma, next

door to the Basilica de Sant Francesc, is the

church’s namesake hotel. Talk about pride of
place: from its panoramic rooftop pool terrace
you can gﬂzc out at th(_' ﬂylng bllttrCSSCS ) t}\(.'
saints’ statues peering down from above — and
beyond to a gargantuan Gothic cathedral. Now
celebrating its 10th year, this establishment is a
19th-century neoclassical mansion with pre-
served original features, such as the daintily
frescoed ceilings and paved inner courtyard. But |
it’s a heady mix of old and new, too, with a “'IM'%&

design-fir ance worked to a p,{luw oFeltier -
maixogany blafcksand fereqms. T has an k-
lmprmsw&?,rt collcetign which includes picces ‘
by Guillem Nadal and Rietai Aragé. As for
sustenance; the Quadrat restaurant= 1o

former stables — is §here yourhave bre:
cither sipping fresh orange'juice indoors, ber
an intimate yaulted ceiling, or in the luscious ¢
garden. With city-centre $gace unstrprisingly a
a premium, a rather chic g¥n has been master- %
fully created in the buildigg’s former water
cistern. And there’s a small but pesfectly formed

“ e
cathedral from the
singular rooftop
at Sant Francesc

spa for divine-smelling Anne Semonin facials.
Doubles from £275 (hotelsantfrancescicom).

ir Laurence Olivier; \ 3 2 d \
S dagbgaie s ol 257, S . CAN TALAIAS Ibiza, Spain

Vivien Leigh and Diana
Rigg visited Can Talaias,
founded in the 1960s by
Sfellow actor Terry Thomas

. ' S 9 L It’s something of a miracle that this agriturismo
has remained one of the most special hideaway.
on Ibiza for so long. The delightfully remote finca
was the retreat of British actor Terry Thomas and
his wife Belinda, who came across it in 1967
while riding in the forests above the town of San
Carlos. The crumbling ruin had one of the best
sea views on the island. So they bought and
restored it, leaving it to their son Cushan, who
turned it into this boutique establishment. It still
exerts a magnetic pull as you sit on the shady
terrace for summer supper, fuelled by chilled
glasses of Mencia, a delicious Spanish red that
works oh-so-well with Brazilian chef Rapha's
sauteed prawns and artichokes, grilled shoulder
of lamb and fabulous passionfruit flan. Every
ouest here is looking for the same thing: the
genuine barefoot-bohemian sense of Ibiza; that’s
why it’s a favourite of Charlotte Tilbury, who had
her first wedding here (and a few summers ago
took over the whole place). 1t’s elegantly styled
but never showy, with wood-burning fireplaces,
a drawing room lined with books and 10 airy
bedrooms. Cushan and his wife, Laetitia, can
usually be found chatting to guests, advising on
the best local beaches and hikes. Dowbles from

0, including breakfast (cantalaias.net).
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Australia
The Ghan

China

Amanfayun Hangzhou
Amanyangyun Shanghai
Island Shangri-la Hong Korg
The Peninsula Hong Kong
Haong Kong

Croatia
Meneghetti Wine Hotel Bale
Villa Dubrovnik Dubrovnik

Egypt

Adrere Amellal Siva

Hotel Al Moudira Luxor
Sofitel Legend Old Cataract
Aswan

France

Airelles Val d'Isére Val d'lsere
A Mandria di Murtoli Corsica
Chateau Saint-Martin & Spa
Cole d'Azur

Cheval Blanc Paris Far s
Cheval Blanc St-Barth
Saint-Barihélemy
Grand-Hbétel du Cap-Ferrat,
A Four Seasons Hotel
Saint-dean-Cap-Ferrat

Hétel Balzac, Relais & Chateaux
Pans

Hotel Barriére Le Normandy
Deauville

Hétel de Crilion, A Rosewood
Hotel Paris

Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc
Capd'Anlibes

Hoétel Plaza Athénée Pails
Le Bristol Pars

Maybourne Riviera
Roquebrune-CapMartin

Ritz Paris Pans

Saint James Paris, Relais &
Chateaux Fans

Shangri-la Paris Faiis

Germany.
Buchinger Withelmi Uteilingen
Lanserhof Tegernsee Bayana

Greece
Argini

The Beach House Adibarcs
Cape Soynio Athsa
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Eagles Resort Halkidiki
Imaret Kaviia

Minos Beach Art Hotel Crete
The Peligoni Club Zakynthos
The Rooster Anfiparcs

India

The Oberoi Udaivilas Udaipur

Ireland
Ashford Castle Counlty Mayo

Ttaly

Aman Rosa Alpina

San Cassiano

Ancora Cortina

Cortina dAmpezzc
Berghoferin South Tyrol
Borgo Santandrea Amatfi
Caruso, A Belmond

Hotel Ravello

Hotel Cipriani, A Belmond
Hotel Venice

Hotel d’Inghilterra Rome
Hote! Gabrielli Venice
Hotel Principe di Savoia
Milan

Hotel Santa Caterina Amalfi
11 San Pietro di Positano
Amalfi

La Dolce Vita Orient Express
La Posta Tuscany

Palazzo di Varignana
Emilia-Remagna

Reschio Umbria

Jamaica

Jamaica Inn Ccho Rigs
Strawberry Hill Kingston

Kenya
Giraffe Manor Naychi
Kinondo Kwetu Dizni Beach

Madagascar
Miavana by Time + Tide
Nosy Ankza

Time + Tide Tsara.Komba
Nosy Komba

Maldives
Milaidhioo 852 Atall
Six-Senses Kanuhurd
Lhaviyanj Atoll

Velaa Private Istand
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Mauritius
Constance Tekoma Rodrigues

Morocco

Jnane Rumi Marrakech
Riad Mena & Beyond
Marrakech

Omllﬂ
Six Senses Zighy Bay
Musandam Feninsula

Philippines
Nay Palad Hideaway
Siargao Island

Portugal
Vermelho Melides

St Lucia
Sugar Beach, A Viceroy Resort
Soulrigre

Sao Tomé and Principe
Sundy Prala Principe

Singapore
Raffles Sentosa Singapore
Sentosa

South Africa
Masiya's Camp at Royal
Malewane Grealer Kruger
National Park

The Silo Hotel Cape Town
Singita Lebombo Xruger
National Rack
Sterrekopje Farm

Franschhogk

Spain

Can Talaias |biza

Finca Cortesin Malaga
Gran Hotel Mas d'en Bruno
Jarragona

Sant Francese

Falma dg Mallorea

Six Senses Ibiza lhiza

Son Ermita Meparea

Switzerland
Badrutt's Palace Hotel
St Moiritz

Gstaad Palace Gsiaad
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Thailand
Four Seasons Tented Camp
Golden Triangle Chiang Rai

Tierkey

Aliée Istanbul Istanbul
Macakizi Bodrum

Maxx Royal Bodrum Resort
Bodrum

UAE
Delano Dubai Dubai

/¢

The Chancery Rosewood
London

Claridge’s London

The Connaught London
Corinthia London London
The Dorchester London
Gleneagles [Perihshire
Gleneagles Townhouse
Edinburgh

Heckfield Place Hampshire
Henry's Townhouse London
Lime Wood Lyndhurst

Nobu Hotel London Portman
Square Londan

Royal Scotsman,

A Belmond Train

The Torridon Wester Ross

USA

Aman New York New York
Fouquet's New York New Yark
Four Seasons Resort Maui at
Wailea Hawall

The Hedges Inn New York
Hotel del Coronado Cazlifornia
The Lowell New Yorx

The Mark Hotel New York
Sensei Lanai, A Four Seasons
Resort Hawail

The Surrey, A Corinthia Hotel
New Yark

Waldorf Astoria Naw York

Vietnam

Avana Retreat Mai Chau
Capella Hanoi Hanoi

Four Seasons Resort The Nam
Hai Hoi An

Zambia
Time + Tide Chongwe House
Lower Zambesi
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