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A prendiendo a dormir / Learning to sleep

POR/BY: Javier Ortega Figueiral @Sr JOF

nlacostasur de

PuertoRicoyjun-

to al pequetio aeré-
dromo de Santa Isabel, 1os
terrenos agricolas que lin-

Sant Francesc
Hotel Singular

dan conun lado dela pista .

devuelose llaman Hacien- A .S Z ngu Z ar h Ote l
da Alomar. El nombre re-

cuerdaalafamiliamallor- @ Plaza Sant Francesc, 5. 07001 Palma de Mallorca
quina queexplotd allienor-  Web: www.hotelsantfrancesc.com

mes extensionesdecaflade  E-mail: info@hotelsantfrancesc.com

az(icar hasta el siglo XIX,

cuando regresaron a Baleares. De vuelta, parte de los beneficios de esos y otros ne-
gocios se invirtieron en la construccién de una mansion en el corazon de Palma: 1a
Plazade Sant Francesc, entre la parroquia de Santa Eulalia y 1a iglesia-convento de
Sant Francesc, edificado en el siglo XIII vy cuya presencia ha marcadola historiade
esebarrio delaciudad.

Enel siglo XX1, Andrés Soldevila, miembro de la tercera generacion ligada al gru-
po hotelero barcelonés Majestic, se top6 con esa mansién durante un paseo familiar
por la capital de Mallorca. Por entonces Soldevila estaba centrado en encontrar edi-
ficios con personalidad en Lisboa y Madrid para convertirlos en hoteles singulares.
La casualidad, convertida en paseo, quiso que el primero de estos estuviera en una
ciudad que no tenia en mente: Palma.

LareformadeCanAlomar paraconvertirlo en el Hotel Sant Francesc fue minu-
ciosay sumamente respetuosa con su historia. El arquitecto Tolo Cursach ayudado
de un buen numero de maestros artesanos embellecit 1o que perdi6 brillo, recupe-
rd lo que necesitaba ser restaurado y modificé algunos detalles paraponer al dialas
instalaciones, con lo que finalmente el establecimiento pudo tener 42 habitacionesy
suites. Estas tiltimas situadas en la planta noble dela casa, a excepcion de llamada “la
torre”, una suite triplex de 60m? que en su nivel superior tiene otros 30 metros mas
deterraza conunas vistas magnificas dela ciudad y labahia.

Entodas las zonas de la mansién que hoy es hotel se conservaron las caracteris-
ticas arquitecténicas originales: frescos, moldes en los techos o vigas de madera de
roble francés. Incluso hoy se conservan los antiguos puestos de los caballos en en
patio donde estos se ensillaban, unazona convertida ahora en una terraza-bar con
olivos juntoa labarraylasala-hall interna totalmente acristalada y con vistasaes-
te patio.

Ademasdel restaurante Quadrat, instalado enlas antiguas cuadras dela casa, des-
taca también un terrado-solarium con hermosas vistas, una elegante piscinaylaco-
leccién de obras de artey fotografias de laisla especialmente escogidasy realizadas
paraesta propiedad de 1860 que reabrid sus puertas como hotel en 2015.

n the south coast of PuertoRico, near the
O small Santa Isabel airport, there is aportion

of land right next to the airport’s runway
called Hacienda Alomar. The name is reminiscent of
the Mallorquin family that lived there along time ago,
working the vast land and growing sugar canes up
until the 19 century, when they decided to returnto
the Balearic Islands. Using the money they had gathered
during their time there (as well as from other activities),
the family built a manor right at Sant Francesc square,
attheheart of'the island of Palma located between
Santa Eulalia Parish Church and the 13® century Sant
Francesc church/convent, a placewhich has marked the
history of thisquarter throughout the years.

Some years ago, Andrés Soldevila (a third-generation
member of the Catalan family in control of the Maijestic
Hotel group) came across this manor whilst walking
with his family Back then, Soldevila was searching for
buildings with distinctive architecture in Lisbon and
Madrid so that he could transform them into singular
hotels. It was by pure chance that the first of these
buildings happened tobe in acity that he hadn’t even
considered: Palma, Mallorcd’s capital.

To preserve its history, special care was taken
during the refurbishment works that turned
Alomar Manor into the new Sant Francesc Hotel.
Architect Tolo Cursach and his fellow master
craftsmen brought new life into the building’s
walls, refurbishing everything that needed to be
refurbished as well as changing the smallest of
details to modernise it. The establishment finally
opened with 42 rooms and suites, the latter located
on the main floor. The only exception is La Torre
(The Tower), a three-storey suite with 60 m?and a
30-meter terrace fromwhich you can admire all of
the city and the bay.

Every architectonic feature originally foundin the
manorwas preserved: frescos, mouldings, French oak
beams... Even the court’s old horse post where horses
used tobe harnessed, an area that is now abar decorated
witholive frees and an inner glass-covered hall.

In addition to the restaurant named Quadrat
(located in the old stables of the manor) there is
also a terrace-solarium with magnificent views, an
elegant pool and an art gallery with carefully selected
paintings and pictures of the islands, all made
exclusively for this 1860 mansion, which has served
as a hotel since the year 2015.
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